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Goodlye Special

For the past five years, it has
been my pleasure to live and
work in Kameoka as an ALT. The
memories | have made here are
very precious to me and will not
be soon forgotten.

My home state of Minnesota
1 is renowned for its beautiful
s y lakes, and some of my most
treasured memories stem from the time | spent at my
family's ancestral home deep in the woods. So | am no
stranger to beautiful natural settings. But | still remember
how impressed | was when the train exited the tunnel
and | got my first look at Kameoka. It was quite a sight to
behold, with rice fields and mountains stretching out as far
as the eye could see. For all its lakes, Minnesota is nearly
completely bereft of mountains, so | think they are what
made the biggest impression on me. As the months went by,
| was able to enjoy the fall colors creeping their way up the
mountainside, veritable explosions of color that stretched
upwards. Almost every classroom in Kameoka has an
amazing mountain view and it seems to me, something that
is certainly not fully appreciated by the students who have
never known anything else.

In the half decade I've lived here, I've worked with dozens
of teachers and taught thousands of students ranging from
kindergarten to junior high. | have so many wonderful
memories of them. | remember going to the kindergarten on
the day that was designated to celebrate everyone's birthday
that month, with birthday boys and girls receiving piggy back
rides from their teachers as a present. | remember eating
lunch with the six first graders at Hatano Elementary School.
A picky girl complained about having to eat blueberries, so
the irritated homeroom teacher coaxed her to finish them.
The whole scene was more evocative of a family dinner
than a school lunch. | remember attending the okurikai for
the third graders in the gym at Kameoka Junior High School.
The kids were rambunctious, but everyone gave their full
attention when they started the slideshow. They laughed
uproariously at the photos of themselves from when they
were first graders. It was three years ago, or an eternity from
the point of view of a fifteen year old.
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Until e Meet Again
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Translation: Michelle Leong
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Article: Lars Martinson
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I can speak from firsthand experience on §
how life-changing it can be to live outside :
of your home country. It broadens your
horizons and makes you more empathetic "
in a way that few other experiences can. -
It is my sincere hope that my students will
have a similar opportunity to spend time
abroad, an experience for which the English
skills they've acquired will serve them well.

| am very grateful to the coworkers,
colleagues, and friends I've made in
Kameoka. | owe my wonderful experience =«
here to their kindness and support. | hope :
we have an opportunity to meet again some :' -
sunny day. Regardless, | wish everyone that '
I've been fortunate enough to meet here
the best of luck on whatever path their lives
take them down.
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Article: Ivana Orozco
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Translation: Michelle Leong

This past year in Kameoka has been an amazing
adventure. | am so lucky to have been able to live in such
a beautiful place and meet so many wonderful people. |
come from California where the weather and scenery is
very different from Kameoka’s. It doesn’t snow and there
are no tall mountains or luscious trees. In California, | had
never experienced such drastic seasonal changes, but they
are beautiful. There really is something special about seeing
the trees turn a fiery red and seeing all of the beautiful
plants blossom after a long, cold winter. Here, | learned to
be patient in the cold and to appreciate rain. Before coming
to Kameoka, | don’t even think | had seen a river before!
Going through the tunnel, past Arashiyama and Hozukyo, |
was stunned by the magnificence of the Hozugawa River’s
beauty. | was spoiled with that sight for a whole year, and it’s
one that | will never forget.
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My schools have been my biggest joy
in my time here. From day one, | was 4
welcomed with school grown eggplants and
peppers! This was one of the most precious
gifts I've ever received because | know how J
much effort the students put into growing
them. At one of my junior high schools, |
had the once in a lifetime opportunity of
planting rice with my students. Even though
| grew up in an area with fields and farms,
| never had the chance to actually work
out on the field. Seeing the camaraderie
between the students and teachers made
what originally seemed like hard work
turn into a really fun afternoon. | got a
special opportunity to become a part of
the community and share in a part of my
student’s lives that very few people get a
chance to see. | am going to miss being able
to see my students’ contagious smiles every
day! To my students: Good luck! | know that
many exciting opportunities are waiting for
you, so don’t be afraid to go after them!

The teachers | worked with and friends |
made in Kameoka have made my time here
very special. | would like to thank everyone
for their constant kindness and support
throughout the year. Without this warm
community, | don’t think | would have been
able to adjust and feel at home as quickly
as | did. I truly feel blessed to have met so
many great people. | wish everyone all of
the best in the future! I'll miss everyone
with all of my heart. I’ve made many
unforgettable memories that I'll carry with

be a second home to me, and | hope to be AXILERABENTETETHIRULAOLETT !

back again very soon.
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My Wonderful Hometown ~ Syria ~
FADERENTERRE ~>1 )77~

FEAYL - TIN BIER : KIRFEF
Article: Tammam Alama Translation: Okuma Chieko

My name is Tammam Alama, a Syrian Ph. D student
at Kyoto Pharmaceutical University. | love Japan and
Japanese people and it was my dream to study in
Japan. | inherited this passionate for Japan, Japanese
history and culture from my father, whose dream was
also to come Japan when he was a child. Whenever
Japanese people learn of my nationality, they usually
do not know where Syria is located nor much of Syrian
culture. Those who know only know of what’s reported
in the news which unfortunately gives Syria a rather
negative image.

| was born in HOMS city in the middle west of Syria IEBREN
(Syria is located at the far west of Asia besides the
Mediterranean Sea, while Japan is located at the far
east of Asia). My city is old with 4500 years of heritage,
full of ancient stories, ruins, and castles. The climate is
moderate with many fruitful trees and rivers.

My father worked as an engineer at Al-Baath
University, HOMS, while my mother stayed at home to
take care of my brother, my three sisters and myself.
In my country, having more than two children is very - )
usual and could sometimes reach up to ten children in
the countryside.

In my family, as with most other families in my city,
every day begins with a breakfast gathering. Breakfast
usually consists of Syrian bread, olives, cheese, yogurt,
fried eggs, Makdoos (boiled eggplants stuffed with a
mixture of walnuts and chili and soaked in olive oil) and
red or black tea. Lunch is the main meal in my country.
Unlike Japan, lunch time is usually around 2pm and
dinner is around 8pm.

There are three important things of note when it
comes to food manners in Syria : (1) a family gathering
with everyone eating the same food, (2) begin eating in
the name of God and finish by thanking God, (3) share
the food with neighbors.

Next, | would like to introduce some interesting and
common Syrian foods that | enjoy. Aside from the very
famous kebab, there is also mahshi and yabrak. Mahshi
consists of eggplants, zucchini or green pepper stuffed
with a mixture of rice and spiced meat boiled in tomato
juice. Yabrak consists of rolled grape leaves containing
a mixture of rice and spiced meat boiled in lemon juice.
There are more than 300 different types of meals,
salads and sweets in Syrian cuisine and it is considered
to be the most delicious cuisine of the Middle East.

Weekend in Syria is Friday and Saturday. On Friday,
we gather to watch football, and then perform the |
Friday prayer, followed by a picnic near the river or at a g
garden with relatives. On Saturday, | play football with
my friends, go sightseeing at another city or spend
the day at my grandfather’s home. On Ramadan and Y59
holidays, visiting relatives is very important. We share
foods, see if anyone needs help, and strengthen social relationships.

In the end, life in Syria is simple. Ultimately, people like to gather
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| off for Seoul, South Korea.
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On April 28th 2016, I, along
= With 4 other friends, Ivana (ALT),
| Melissa (ALT), Dina (lvana’s friend
| from university) and Marlene _
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Translation: Michelle Leong

BE: Iy - IFUY
Article: Michelle Leong

Anyone who knows me will know that | am a glutton
when it comes to food. Born in Singapore, | was spoiled
with mouthwatering local delicacies and when | moved to
Vancouver, | was once again blessed with a variety of different
but equally delicious cuisines from various countries. Korea
equaled food heaven in my book as well.

We sampled so many different foods that it would take me
ages if | were to wax about each and every one of them. |
will try to cover at least the tip of this big iceberg. One of
my most favorite Korean food of all time is actually a dish
called SUJEBI. It is a Korean traditional soup consisting of
dough flakes roughly torn by hand. We went to the famous
Samcheongdong Sujebi is a restaurant and had to wait in line
for about 30 minutes. It is enough to say that the wait was
more than worth it.

| also managed to try SOONDAE, a blood sausage made
generally by boiling or steaming pig's intestines that are
stuffed with various ingredients. Consumed for centuries,
this popular traditional street food is so delicious it is no
wonder it has continued to survive and thrive even till today.
Mixed with spicy sauce, it was heaven wrapped in a $3 plastic
covered Styrofoam bowl. The ajumma (auntie / aunt) tending
the stall was kind enough to indulge me practicing my broken
Korean with her as well.

Raw cuisine is my kryptonite. Naturally, | was drawn (more
like dragged) to try another famous delicacy, yukhoe.
YUKHOE is seasoned raw ground beef topped with a raw
egg yolk. Basically, a Korean beef tartare. Some of the most
delicious yukhoe in Seoul is located in a small, narrow alley
in the Gwangjang market, a popular local market famous for
jeon (Korean pancakes), yukhoe and mayak kimbap (simple
but addictively delicious Korean version of sushi). We came
to the famous Changshin restaurant at the right time and
only had to wait for a little bit before being ushered hurriedly
to our table. Needless to say, | was wowed for the umpteenth
time at the explosion of flavor on my taste buds ~ ) !

Last but definitely far from the least is the famous
SAMGYETANG at Tosokchon. Upon tasting the clear, rich
broth of their famous ginseng chicken soup, | was surprised
at how delicious it was! It is so popular that it is best to go
early in the morning around opening time.
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= Higtory & Tradition = S

We only had enough time to visit
Gyeongbokgung palace because we chose
to go with a very thorough tour conducted
in English. We managed to catch the
changing of the guards ceremony at the

ceremony occurs at select times of the

to check the ceremony schedule ahead
of time. We learned a great many things
from the history of the later Joseon kings,
the role and importance of the queen
dowager in the later decades of the Joseon
dynasty, to the purpose and role of select
architectural structures in relation to
politics and culture and so on.

The hanok (Korean traditional houses)

insight. This time, we got a glimpse at
the kind of houses the yangban (gentry
class during Joseon dynasty) lived in. The
ondol heating system, a traditional Korean
heating system that involves the use of the
smoke generated from heating cooking
stones in the kitchen to heat the entire
room, was also very interesting. Another
thing that was uniquely Korean in both
the palace and these villages were the
specially allocated storage space or area
for traditional earthen jars that stored
doenjang (soybean paste), gochujang (hot
pepper paste) and kimchi. There was even
a special kind of straw hut built above a
storage jar used to store kimchi to protect
it from the natural elements.

Another extremely memorable part of
the entire trip was the tour that took us
to the demilitarized zone (DMZ). This one-

many things about North Korea and gained
a more intimate glimpse into the divide
and tensions between the north and the
south. | learned so much that it is truly an
impossible feat to cover everything here =)

\
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day so | would recommend anyone going j

villages we visited gave us a different ®

day tour was eye-opening. We learned &%
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f Other interesting parts of the trip
were the kimchi making experience, the
hanbok dressing experience and the
wonderful trick eye museum! For these
experiences, pictures are :
worth more than a thousand
words. =)

P.S.: Being a huge fan of the
Korean variety show, Running
Man, which since 2009 has
made a splash all over Asia,
| was extremely excited to
visit some of the filming
locations. One of which was a
cafe | came across entirely by

Qhance!
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Me! On one Halloween night ~
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Article: Melissa Coon Translation: Michelle Leong

My name is Melissa and I'm from Miami, Florida. Miami is an extremely tropical
and lively city. The population is estimated to be just over 430,000. It's nicknamed
the "Capital of Latin America," and is the second largest U.S. city with a Spanish-
speaking majority. Miami also has the third largest skyline in America after New
York City and Chicago. The weather is usually hot and humid, and during hurricane
season, it rains often. It has never snowed in Miami, and some people argue the
city doesn't even have a winter season. Port Miami is the world's largest cruise ship
hub and similarly is home to many of the world's largest cruise ship companies!
Miami is an epicenter for tons of art museums, playhouses, clubs, and bars. If you
ever visit Miami, | recommend trying Cuban sandwiches and croquetas. They can't
be beat! Many famous movies and TV shows have been shot or set in Miami such
as "Miami Vice," "CSI: Miami," "2 Fast 2 Furious," and "Bad Boys."

METZOUEMNDOIATITNOELEAY Y TT, Y47 I EBFHEHT
TEROHDEITT, AAIFHITMNIBATT, 47 2(E. ARA VEE
ZETADEENTAYAT2FBIZZVWHTHTT, &5, =a2—3—
g, DHATIZRWTIBBIZCKELRANASAUNHIZHBHTEHYVET,
RXRITEE., 3EZET. "N)y—2o—XvIz, LIELIEMARY £3,
ENFE--ZENEL. AT, ERICIEEZNLGTOEEASEES A
LLWET, M7 IEL HERKDIIIL—XDONETH D EREIC, tH
RERKDIN—AEU{NELEFTIEMTIHY ET | ¥4 7 S (LEHME.
Blim. V57, "—NBWEZATYT, YA T7IEHNDIHNIL.
F2—NEADHY RSy FLaO0vsrREEHTT., ChIThESHLDIF
BWI A7 3L MEEREIAT7I - N &), ICST: w473, T4
IWE = RE—FKX2), TNy K- R—AX] BEDEZELDELLEMEDOT L
EBHOEEOREHEET L,

To the west of Miami is the Everglades National Park. This park is a marshland where tons of animals and plants thrive. One of the
most popular inhabitants is the American alligator. These predators have been known to swim through Miami's canal systems, ending
up in the middle of neighborhoods and on golf courses. Scary, right? While visiting the national park, you can also take airboat rides
through the swamps and watch locals wrestle alligators. Miami has a lot of culture, art, and entertainment to offer visitors and tourists
from all around the world! If you ever find yourself on America's east coast, check it out!

TAT7IOBEICF, IN—JL—XEILIXELHYFT, COLXEIK. ZLOHYCEDHIEDEMTTYT, RLARD
HIEPEFI LV YE—TZITY, COTLTE— HRE) B YA T7IDEALRATLEZXRE, BOHBRPIILTa—
RAZELBENLES, BT LES ?BALABEZHRI-0. T7HR—FTEMBOCYIZSML, RBDAET = & DIEE
Va—ERHENTEES ., YA 7IEFXE, =Effi. TUE2—TA AV FTHBAICELGRN, HASHH L DRTEN
REELODBHTY ! TAYARBRISHANSIEEAHNIE, BEIA T IITBEUITK T LS !
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Article: Yoshikawa Yukari Translation: Michelle Leong
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According to the Heike Monogatari (Tale of the Heike), Emperor Konoe was tormented every night by an eerie crying voice
whenever the clock struck two. The master of arrows, Minamoto no Yorimasa was called upon. Yorimasa strung an arrow made from
a mountain bird’s tail to his bow, and shot it in the direction of the crying voice. His aim true, a strange creature was struck and came
falling down. It was a grotesque monster with the face of a monkey, the body of a Japanese raccoon dog, the front half of a snake
for a tail, and the legs of a tiger. The nue met its end at a sword and its corpse was placed on an utsubo-bune (a boat that crosses to
the underworld) and carried away by the river. According to the Noh song “Nue,” the utsuro-bune which carried the nue, washed up
on the shore of Ashiya. Its spirit was unable to move on as it continued to lament and tell of its sad fate at being exterminated at the
hands of a wandering monk. It was truly a pitiful figure as it was unable to reach enlightenment even after its extermination.

Towards the end of the Heian period, nightfall plunged the town into a pitch-black darkness with no trace of light. It is only
inevitable that the imaginations of people ran wild. Even though it is ostensibly said to be a bird of the night, there were no
distinguishing avian features on any part of the nue’s body. The only resemblance lies in its eerie, sorrowful bird cry. Is such a
fantastical, mysterious creature really a horrible villain that brings misfortune to people? Even in the age of the internet, things that
cannot be seen tend to be subjected to exaggeration. For all that we may know, in modern day, its real appearance might be that of
the adorable white’s thrush bird.

WA (REBHLAE ) JP—

Nue Daimyojin Shrine (Kyoto city, Kamigyo ward)

W (@A)

Yorimasa Zuka mound (Kameoka city)

VBRI 2 LICRFOR Y k-7 ) 735 i) & LA FEERZE S AL TN D & Wbl B HEEER,
L EhTna, Yorimasa's rumored burial ground.
“Nue ike” pond where Minamoto no Yorimasa washed the Small shrine and inscription tablet

arrow which he used to exterminate the Nue is said to be of "Nue ike"

located here, and is apparently the origin of this shrine. Page 9
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It is the middle of the
summer and a strange creature
is lurking around in my house

Something

h hair that
rustles, and
a ghosting

.'-
: V. *'M
Please Just let me sleep'

king me up
every night
begging for
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Article: Michelle Leong  Translation: Michelle Leong

What is Global Café? It is a new event hosted by our association that
is to be held every 2 months. It aims to connect the local community
of Kameoka with the world by introducing foreign culture, providing

a free talk space to practice foreign languages and encouraging interaction Iy
between the local Japanese community and peoples of different cultural “ s
backgrounds.

Fan—)LhA7zélE? 278121 QEETBZHEOHFLLARY +
TY, EXLBN. HEBTOI7)— =2 AXR—XDRH. BRA
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We started off with the free talk session. For the first part, participants used
a mix of English and Japanese to introduce themselves and break the ice.
After that was done, we moved on to the English only time of the free talk
session. Participants were given slips of paper with “If I... ” questions (e.g.:
“If | had a time machine, | would...”) to use as the basis for their discussion.
These interesting and almost nonsensical questions allowed participants to
practice their English and use interesting, new vocabulary.
F9. IUV—r—UtEviavhomdELR, M. REREHE
F<CT 280, BABLEEZREE T, BE2BNELELIZ, TDE.
m () ZALIZBYEL, THL---] OFEMICDOLT fl:
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DHM>TWAREZE =Y., FHLOWRBEEICFSATEH5HRITH-
f=TL &5,

After the English time, participants were engaged in an altered version of the
telephone game. Through this game, participants familiarized themselves
with various communication channels that ranged from reading & writing
to drawing, describing and miming. All the confusion, rule-breaking and
communication breakdowns and successes brought about bursts of laughter.
The fun and games were also meaningful because participants got to
understand their own communication preferences, became more aware
of unconventional communication methods and that communication went
beyond language. Please look forward to our next fun-filled session in July~!
EHIT. BMEBERE L & >EEDSBEES—LEELAFLE, 20D
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