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Article: Jennifer Wang

2011 and worked as an ALT in Moriguchi
City, Osaka for three years. | feel so lucky to
have been given the chance to work in both
Osaka and Kyoto. Both Osaka and Kyoto
offer a huge variety of exciting places to visit

and things to do!

My first impression of Kameoka was during
my first visit in February of this year. |
remember it was a cold and snowy day. |
was amazed by the snowcapped mountains
as the train exited each tunnel, and by the
rice fields that greeted me as | stepped off
the train at Kameoka Station. The open
space felt so refreshing and relaxing! The
scenery here is a lot different from what
| was used to back in Moriguchi, where it
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Translation: Eiko Hata

was mostly building and roads. | was also
lucky enough to catch the Kameoka Peace
Festival this year. | was impressed by the size
of the festival. There were so many people
and so many food stalls! | really enjoyed the

fireworks and the festival atmosphere.

There are a few things that | look forward
to doing during my time in Kameoka. |
want to try rafting on the Hozugawa. |
also want to explore Kameoka by the way
of the hiking trails. | also want to join a
badminton or tennis circle if there is one!
I also look forward to the festivals that are
held throughout the year, like the Kameoka
Festival in October.
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Article: Lauren Ellis

Hello! My name is Lauren Ellis and | am
from the United States of America. | am 22
years old and | just graduated from Ohio
Wesleyan University with a major in East
Asian Studies and a minor in Humanities. |
have been fascinated with Japan since | was
a little girl because of television shows about
or from Japan that were popular when | was
growing up. | love meeting the wonderful
people of Japan, seeing its various beautiful
places, and learning about its culture. After
studying abroad at Kansai Gaidai University
in Hirakatashi for one year | knew that
| wanted to return to Japan as soon as
possible. Being a part of the JET program has
been a dream of mine since | began college

and | still can’t believe that | am able to be
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Translation: Eiko Hata

a part of this amazing program. As for my
hobbies, | don’t have very many but | do
have a few. | particularly love listening to
music and singing. At Ohio Wesleyan, | was
a member of the University’s choir called
Choral Arts Society. | like to read, play video
games, go sightseeing, and hang out with my
friends. While | am not very good at them,
| do also have an interest in sports and at
Kansai Gaidai | was a member of an “anything

sports” circle called Blind Spot.

| feel very lucky to have been placed here
in Kameoka as an ALT. | am in awe every day
by the natural beauty that surrounds this
wonderful city. The people here in Kameoka

have also been so kind to me and | don’t
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Translation: Eric Chan

Summer Kids Program, an event for kids to interact with
the CIRs of Kyoto was held as part of an international
understanding project on 18th August, . Preschoolers to
sixth graders participated in the event and had a fun time

learning some simple foreign dance moves and games.

Both the hip hop and the Macarena aren't so difficult but
we were surprised at how fast the children were able to
pick it up in such a short time. The Macarena was familiar
to the parents and many joined in too.

French Coffee Shop is a game where ping pong balls are
placed in a paper cup on a paper plate with one hand while
carrying it to a team member on the other end. It was
great cheering on the children serving their "coffees" while
watching them act as cute little waiters and waitresses.

The bingo game was done using animals and the children
had the chance to guess the animals that were called out
in English and French. A lot of candy and biscuits were
given out and they were able to learn about different

cultures.

For many of the primary school children it was their first
time speaking to foreigners and they said CIRs were nice
and friends and had a lot of fun and wants to participate
again to interact with the CIRs. | reckon we opened new
doors for some of the children.

The children were able to have a fun time experiencing
different cultures and it would be great to see more events
like this.



LT,
wEY
L TR
7 &
< %
c %
7T
5%
\E;i

H< C

BE
=&
< —
& <.
A b
L7
VA A
F TR
AT
=

ational
, the
invited
to talk
zhts and
number
tland on

amamoto

e guitar

|

Ge't'tmq G Feel ot

Enagland

R TUVY - Foy

anslation: Eric Chan

Global
Understanding
Seminar
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and piano. Listening to their wonderful
performances we were able to picture the

scenery of England.

During the exchange session, we enjoyed
traditional snacks, short bread and tea
from England. Then | had my first taste of
"Marmite". Marmite is a sticky black paste
with a unique smell and a strong salty taste. |
was reluctant to try it. In England it is a must
have on a morning toast and is eaten by
spreading it plentiful on top of butter. Also
instead of tomato sauce vinegar is the main
dressing for potato chips and fries. We could

really see the cultural differences from this.

The official name of England is "United

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
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Ireland" and it is the unification of four
separate countries, England, Wales, Scotland
and Ireland. This unification is symbolised in
the Union Jack flag which is a combination
of three flags from the St George cross of
England, St Andrews cross of Scotland and
the St Patrick cross of Ireland. The reason
that Wales doesn't have a flag of its own is
because in 1603 when there was an alliance
treaty, Wales was already part of England.
Also, what | found interesting is the order
of the flags. If you look closely at the Union
Jack flag you can see that the St George
cross of the English flag is on top of the
other two. In other words, although it is
an alliance it is more Scotland and Ireland

joining England.
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Article: Soki Furuhashi (6yo) Translation: Eric Chan
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| live in London, England. My grandmother play
“Utsukushimono” on the ocarina so | sometimes listened to
the CD that | received. This summer, | was excited to visit my

grandma’s “Utsukushimono” place in Kameoka.

| went to Honme Primary School for a trail lessons. Many
friends and teachers welcomed me with friendly smiles. We
ate school meals together; we cleaned together and walked
around the school together. My friends and elder students
taught me how to catch crabs and played together and |
began to love school. On my way to school | come across rice
fields, clear waters, crabs, IMORI, tadpoles and turtles where
| have been surprised and happy. It is like a treasure box of

experiences to me.

Practicing sign language with one of my friends and
attending a Tanabata Festival with my mum and grandma
was a big experience for me. | was nervous thinking whether
I'll be able to do it well in front of many people. | also made
a secret base with one of the staff members at the Galleria.
It was a pretty cool secret base. | made lots of new friends. |

wanted to play more.

| was able to see the sun set, see the many stars that can’t
be seen in London, laugh lots and | want to come back to
Kameoka as it is just the same as the Utsukushimono song.
One the place back | had a tear in my ear. | wish | could show

my London friends the beauty of Kameoka.
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During the summer | visited America for one month on the
Hippo Family Club Youth Exchange. The place I visited was
south of California where my homestay was in San Jacinto,
a residential area. From our house you could see San Jacinto
Mountain.

KAMT 72U —1F 12 My host family included 12
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year old Angelique, 9 year old
Analiese, 4 year old Anyssa, 18
year old Gabriel, 38 year old
Shandra, 25 year old Travis,
62 year old Daniel, 61 year old
Virginia and Wally and Tesa the
dogs.
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My happiest moment

Anyssa often talked to me from the first day.
That was the reason | had a lot of fun and
she was the one | got along with best.

They took me to many places like
Hollywood, San Diego and other places |
didn't know about.

| got to eat a lot of pizza. On the day we
met we had pizza for lunch and I said | like

pizza. From then we had pizza every two
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What | did my best in

In my first week | wanted to send a post card to Japan. My host
mother likes tiger patterned things and looked scary at first so
I had difficulty speaking to her at the beginning. So | asked my
host grandma instead.

When we went on some kind of picnic with 300 people | had to
introduce myself in front of the whole group. At the end of my
speech when | said "I love America" everyone was extremely
excited and happy. It was fun playing with everyone.

I made somen noodles that | brought from Japan. Angelique and
Gabriel and my host mother said it was great but Analiese said it
didn't taste good. | thought it couldn't be helped but it did put
me down a bit. Anyssa ate the somen with tomato sauce. But |
was happy that I could make Japanese food.

The thing that concerned me most
Angelique had an iPhone and often played games and LINE. | just

played with her during those times.

The thing which concerned me most was that | wasn't able to do
my laundry. The room to do laundry was filled with clothes and
when | asked to do the laundry | was told that | wouldn't be able
to find my clothes if | washed them. It couldn't be helped so |
hand washed my clothes and hung them in my room.

Lastly

Before | was about to come back to Japan, | prepared some
small surprises. | wrote kanji on a card and made origami balls
filled with candy and hid them around the house. | believe they
will be happy when they find them.

There were some tough times but | reckon my personality has
gotten better since | went to America. The next time | go | want
to be able to speak more English.
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Music terrorist group... Has a dangerous
image but what exactly is a music

terrorist?

Police officer, Amadeus (Bengt Nilsson)
was born in a musical household but
has no ear for music and dislikes it.
One day an incident occurred at a
hospital. What was left at the scene was
just a metronome. Amadeus started
to investigate for clues. But... a new

terrorist alert in town appeared.

The idea was simple and clear. The
idea was to use various things in the
city at unexpected venues to create
music. Of course they didn’t get a full
audience but it is somewhat funny. It
was a battle between music traumatized
Amadeus and Sanna (Sanna Persson)
lead music terrorist group. Is she able to
continuously win the battle against the
music terrorists?

The percussionists are all professionals
and the performances are real. Even
though they say “FUCK THE MUSIC” the
rhythm is pleasant and nice.

Although in the end they don’t have any
terrorist intensions, if terrorism was fun

like this, the world would be a better

2010 Swedish comedy-crime film /2010 4F « X7 T

REHI Y

FAT T CEMBAR, BTIZHD L
AZNWEREDEFE > TENRIBHT
BEEEYHT., bEAABNIZES
EFRNEFETE2EZEHEDO L 0RO,
BARENER D, BEILNTIITE
FO7RTORESSF (FF - =
vav) #hETEZEETOY
ANEOHWE, RAEETEND

FETOZMBELTZLIETEDD
m?

BRE@ L E 2 — Movie review
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@ “ Those children...
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They are playing are
playmg with acorns.

Look! This one is not
worm-eaten! It's pretty
isn'tit!

It even has a hat!

| found a very big acorn!

Look!! Many acorns!

Well, your acorn are
worm-eaten!

These large ones are nice
and round.

Look! Many acorns!

“Donguri no Sekurabe!”
(Comparing acorn heights)

Say, “Minna Chigatte Minna Ii"!!
(All are different and all the
things are good)

Donguri no Sekurabe
There is not much
difference as all are
very similar.

Minna Chigatte
Minna li.

This passage is
from “wanashi to
kotori” written by
Misuzu
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