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Hobbies #lkE Favourite food 17 & 2 B4
Baking, movies, history, tea ceremony Mochi, natto, cheese, chocolate
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Favourite place 1F & /2577

1: Demachiyanagi- where the kamo splits. | love going to Futaba to get my favorite mame-
daifuku and then go jump across the kamo on the gigantic turtle rocks. It makes a perfect
picnic spot too.
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2: Higashiyama area- from the area around Kiyomizu temple grounds, go through ninenzaka
and sannenzaka and stroll all the way to Yasaka Shrine. It's the perfect place to fall in love
with Kyoto. | love the old style houses and the little cute shops along the streets. Then, since
I am right by Gion, | can pop into one of those many cute tea houses to relax.
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JudithPi 2514 R - N1 2 A (PXVHHE)

Hobbies #ik
Drawing, swimming and watching soccer as well as shopping in Shinkyogoku.
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Favourite food 7 = 72 & N4
| love basically everything, but | can't live without salmon sashimi!
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Favourite place ¥ & 7357

Shinkyogoku. | go there all the time to shop for clothes, manga, and art
supplies (plus, there's a takoyaki place called Takosen and they sell the best
takoyaki anywhere).
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Where do | start? My life in Japan is
pretty amazing in the eyes of my friends
back home because of the pictures on
my Instagram. Social media, though, is a
very misleading method of judging one’s
life, because people only post the good
things. Likewise, my life here isn’t always
filled with rainbows and exotic maikos.
There are definitely moments when | felt
frustrated and isolated, but | would say
the positive experiences always outweigh
the negatives.

Though, just what exactly makes up an
experience? In my opinion, | think there
are two contributors to any good and bad
experience: the physical environment
and the people. Together, they convert
intangible moments into memories that
we share with people. Since omotenashi
became one of the most popular words
in 2013, | have thought a lot about what
exactly the word encompasses. | have
come to the conclusion that it is the
people that make the difference.

As a single and free 24-year-old, | spend
my free time coloring prefectures on my
Japanese map. By that, | mean coloring
off the small blocks of prefectures
after I've traveled there. With each of
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my travels | gain more in
depth and cool knowledge
about my host country. | will
always remember my first
Golden Week spent hiking
Kumano Kodo in Wakayama.
It is a personal epitome of
hospitality | have experienced
in Japan. It was a four-day
hiking trip, and on the first
day the strap on my new
backpack tore apart from the
backpack. The ojisan at the ryokan we
stayed at took out a gigantic needle and
sewed it together for me after he saw
my bag. On the second day, as misery
does love company, one of my hiking
shoes’ soles detached from the main
shoe midst hike. We were able to find
100 yen super glue before we reached
our ryokan for the night, but | wasn’t
able to fix my shoe with that super glue.
We asked the owners of the ryokan if
they had some really strong tape, and
explained my difficulties with my shoe.
After seeing my shoe and inquiring about
my size, they disappeared into the back.
Five minutes later, they came out again
with a pair of hiking shoes and offered
them to me. Apparently another guest
had left them behind and wouldn’t need
them anymore, so they said | should
wear them to finish the rest of my hike.

Translation summary : Yoko Hashi
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| couldn’t believe how lucky | was having
these wonderful people help me during
my trip. Of course, the scenic views of
Kumano Kodo were breathtaking as they
were refreshing, but what made the
journey even more memorable were the
local hospitable people who did all they
could to help me finish the trip.

Naturally, | don’t always have to go out
of Kyoto for these experiences. On a
daily basis, the people | interact with in
Kameoka are already great ambassadors
of Japanese omotenashi. If it weren’t
for some of the teachers | have met at
school, | wouldn’t be able to learn tea
ceremony; a casual conversation about
my interest in Japanese tea ceremony
led a teacher to introduce me to her own
Urasenke teacher. | was nervous in the
beginning as my Japanese level was really
low, and my teacher does not speak
English; but everyone I've met at the
tea ceremony class has been so patient
and kind to explain and teach me things
that opened up a whole new world of
interest for me. | look forward to my tea
ceremony classes every week because |
get to focus all my attention and energy
on making a good bowl! of tea and enjoy
conversations with other local Kameoka
classmates about tea, desserts and things
of the season. If it weren’t for some of
the teachers who have decided to strike
up conversations with me, | wouldn’t
have had the opportunity to learn a lot



of the things | have learnt in the past two
years. Even with my students at school,
they teach me kansaiben and little fun

games that stem from janken that |

EAGRBLRRIEVREL. B
HRREBELACE>TELNDE, *
D2 OMN—#IZE>T, EEDAN
5T EMNHEERGTOERETANVEAE
KMEZEZ5,

[BHETHLI EVWSEENRBEL
Thib, ZOZELIEDERELLCE
Az REWIZE D D ADNREBEDZE
WEEY T EEZT,

kBLTHMSHTOI— LT Y
VA= TCHNEBEETOHEE
EN., BATREBRLEELETHLD
BMRELTLDEDIZE LTV D,
MB., Xy TRy TONL NN
TLE-EN, REIZWESLIA
NMEWELT N, 2HEB., W&
HOHENRKIANTLEL, FALEE->
TWEEERITIE 22 AL =,
ETNEREZREOT —FT—DFDO#H
DHARXEEERT, TOYA XD

wouldn’t have otherwise known. They
also write me little notes and draw me
pictures to tell me how much they have
enjoyed my classes, and make my day a
billion times better. It is small things like
those that show the sincerity and warms
my heart; my Japanese omotenashi
experience have really come a full circle
thanks to the Kamejins.

Essentially, these travel and daily
experiences | have gained are like
individual lessons that made me realize
just how much more | have yet to learn,
and how much more | am in love with
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the rich culture Japan has to offer. As my
contract is coming to an end in August,
I am not sure whether or not | will be
able to stay in Japan for another year.
Though, there are definitely two things
I am certain of: | will forever be thankful
to have the authentic omotenashi
experience thanks to the wonderful
people, strangers and acquaintances
alike, | have met here, and that this love
of mine for Japanese culture will only
grow stronger because of my experiences
here.
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| remember sitting in front of my

computer back at home in Los Angeles
two years ago on a hot summer day
with a popsicle in my hand, looking up
information about Kameoka and what
kind of city it was. | had never heard of it,
and was really curious because that was
where my placement for the JET Program
was.

“Where is Kameoka?” my father asked
me as my eyes were glued to Kameoka’s
Wikipedia page.

“No idea... Whoa, it’s where Akechi
Mitsuhide lived during the Sengoku era!
How awesome is that?” | said excitedly.

So that was my first impression of
Kameoka.

| arrived on August 2nd, 2012, drenched
in sweat and exhausted from jet lag and
traveling. My supervisor picked me up
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from Kyoto Station and we came back
together. On the way, | marveled at the
winding Hozugawa River below and
realized how beautiful everything was.
| think the view of the Hozugawa River
from the train is probably something that
stuns even the most seasoned traveler.
It’s a view that you can only see on
wildlife documentaries.

Undoubtedly, my first few days in
Kameoka were unforgettable. So many
things happened, from moving into my
new apartment, meeting new friends,
getting my hands glued to a tube of crazy
glue that exploded because it was way
too hot, to eating (and falling asleep
because of my jet lag) at Sushiro with
Margaret and a couple of other friends. |
was homesick at the time, so | was very
glad that | had very supportive friends
that took really good care of me. Looking
back, those first few days in Kameoka
were probably some of the best.

When work finally began, | remember
going to my schools for the first time
and seeing all of the bright-eyed, curious
children staring, pointing and whispering
amongst themselves as | made my way
to their classes. | showed them pictures
of Los Angeles, Hollywood, my house and

my favorite foods and hobbies, and then
they would ask me interesting questions.

“Pi-sensei, do foreigners eat rice?” a little

girl asked me.

“Do you come to Japan every day from
Los Angeles?” another one asked, feeling
bad for me that | had to take a 13-hour
plane ride daily to Kameoka for their
classes.

“Is that your airplane in that picture? Are
you rich? You have a pool in your house
and an airplane!” another one said as the
rest of the class gasped in unison.

| was both baffled and touched by
the sheer amount of cute from these
students. Japanese kids are adorable! |
thought. | have never taught a class of
elementary school students in America,
but | doubt they would be as cute as
Japanese kids. Their pure innocence and
sweetness continues to surprise me until
now.
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1. sorry

2. thank yow
3, excuse me

Outside of work, | had time to visit
historical places like Kiyomizudera
Temple, Fushimi Inari and various other
shopping areas in Kyoto, Osaka and
Kobe. | remember taking the wrong train
several times because Kyoto Station was
like a maze my first couple of months
here. That, and | did not really speak
Japanese too well at the time. | would
use gestures and English mixed in with
my broken Japanese to ask for directions.

On another note, seeing some of my
students outside of the classroom makes
me a little nervous. | don’t really mind it
at all, but having them see me shopping
for things like manga or clothes brings up
an entire Q&A session the next time | go
to their schools.



oyfriend!” they
, to which | would stare

ankly and realize that the “boyfriend”
they were talking about was only my
friend. Or, | would get questions like,
“What were you buying?” or “l saw you
at Mister Donut. Did you get noodles?”

On weekends, | sometimes like to Skype
with my family back home. My parents
would ask how | am doing in Japan, and
I would tell them the same thing every
time.

“I'm doing great,” | would say. “It’d be
nice to have a burrito, though.”

On that note, burritos are probably
what Americans (especially those hailing
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from home. | wou

once | went home to America, |

off burritos and Dr. Pepper for at least a
week. To be honest, that probably won’t
happen, but if you asked me what |
missed about home the most, it'd be my
own bedroom and... burritos.

Though, when it comes time for me to
leave Kameoka to continue my plans for
graduate school and my future career, |
will dearly miss this beautiful community.
It’s become my home away from home,
and | can’t imagine leaving and not being
able to see some of my friends and
students for a while. I've grown so much
as an individual during my time in Japan,
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well as all my coworkers at the
Board of Education for giving me the
absolute best two years of my life. | love
you all so much. You are all the best.
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I've got to love Germany since | traveled
there many years ago. | felt that it had
a lot of green, every city was quiet and
calm and it cherished its own history and
culture. | also thought that people there
lived an eco-friendly and intelligent life. A
couple of my daughter's friends and Kim,
who is a former ALT of Kameoka, live in
Berlin now. It seems to be a place young
people would like to live.

The other day, | had a chance to listen
to a lecture by Robert, who is from
Berlin and a student of Ritsumeikan
University at Kameoka International
Exchange Center. In the lecture he
recommended to visit Thuringen and
this made me convince that now was
the very best time to go and inspired
me to visit Berlin,Weimar and Eisenach.
I made all the reservations for flights,
concerts,German rails and hotels by
myself.
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My daughter's friend gave me some
support. In Berlin, | could meet Kim for
the first time in two years. She shares
a house which has a piano. | made
various mistakes at bus stops and subway
stations, but | managed to go to almost
all the places | wanted to- the three
concerts, Wall Museum, Jewish Museum,
List House, Bach House, Goethe House
and so on. | was impressed by the
progress of the recent audio system in
museums.

People in Germany were very kind as
| had expected. Some young people
searched my way to go by iphone and
pulled down my suitcase. A lady joined
me to have a picture taken . A man
cleared my dished after chatting. These
attitudes seemed quite natural for them.
The food tasted better than before.
Spargel(white asparagus)at its best was
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very thick and good. Kebab sandwiches
sold at a stand run by a Turkish, needless
to say,black beer and Berlinerweisse,
beer-like cocktail, were cheap and very
good. There are a lot of book stores in
Germany and | couldn't resist buying
many cute picture books for children.
One copy cost only one Euro. | hear that
German people often give books as a
present and that reading books which fill
a backpack is the most luxurious. | was
also happy to buy low-priced cosmetics
which were free from advertising cost.

German words | knew were only a few
and the explanations only in German
were all Greek to me. Strange to say,
however, there were information boards
written in Japanese in Eisenach. | happily
took their pictures. During the trip | got
energy from the young people. It was a
tough but a fruitful trip for me.
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Message to Kameoka International Times:

Dear Kameoka Friends,

As | write to you from Berlin, | remember the lovely people and the paths
| crossed in Japan that got me here today. | am so very grateful for my
experience abroad living in your beautiful city. Kameoka was my home
for 4 wonderful years. It was a beautiful and idyllic eden just on the edge
of the city, where | could have the rustic quiet of the countryside yet still
be near the old city history of Kyoto. It was the most perfect thing | could ask for in my home while there in Japan.

My experience in Kameoka taught me about the loving kindness of a community so ready to welcome me into their city. You taught
me about your special way of life. Everyday | woke up with gratitude for all the things | was able to learn about Japanese culture and
my luck in meeting all of the wonderful people | did. Learning about this beautiful place and meeting the lovely people | did was
one of the things that inspired me to relocate again to another new country. The world is a big, magnificent place that has so many
things for us to discover, to enrich our lives and make us fuller. Living in Kameoka inspired and motivated me to keep experiencing
as much of this world that | can.

| send big, warm greetings to everyone.

Liebe GriuRe,

Kim-Chi
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After enjoying a delicious Uyghur meal at a Uyghur restaurant

"Mugam" we had a interview with Jamila Urayim who
participated in the Association's exchange party. The restaurant
had a nice atmosphere and was displayed with Uyghur
decorations. Many patrons from different nationalities came to
the restaurant and that day we heard Japanese, Uyghur, English
and Chinese.

Jamila is a Kyoto International Tourism Ambassodor, Leader of
Silk Road Performance Group and owner of Mugam located
in the Namba area of Osaka. She was born in Urumgi City in
Uyghur in the Xinjiang, China. From a young age she learnt to
sing and dance and frequently won in contests. From 2003,
she came to Japan to study. She completed a master degree
from Hyogo Prefecture University. Now, she is introducing her
country through Uyghur culture and arts and has been active in
many exchange events.

\ This is the link to the restaurant’s website.
(http://mugam.pepper.jp/)

It is food of the Uyghur people who resides in he Xinjiang-
Uygur Autonomous Lagmen. There are different variations,
wheat flour dishes, rice dishes, meat dishes, tea-cakes and
drinks. The meat used is Halal. They eat a lot of sheep meat and
there isn't a custom of drinking coffee.

We had Ragumen (noodles made from bread flour and pasta
base), Poro (Uyghur style cooked rice with pilaf lamb meat,
vegetables and fried scallops), Gusinan (Uyghur style meat
pie with lamb and vegetables), Keima Kawappu (Uighur style
lamb balls), desserts (Yogurt) and Chai tea. You can adjust the
spiciness of the noodles with Chinese chili oil to suit your taste.
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ﬁﬂ"ﬁ-‘fﬁ)bﬁ"ﬂﬁm'ﬁ[ We invited Jamila Urayim to present at the exchange party. She
- : performed in a shiny native dress and performed Uyghur dance and

songs. She is fluent in Japanese and one of her learning method was
memorizing and singing "Toki no nagare ni mi wo makase" by Teresa
Teng. It was a brilliant stage performance.

She introduced her culture and country through pictures of the
abundant fruits despite the area being a desert and Uighur dishes.
There was also an interesting episode. She was surprised when she
saw watermelons being sold cut in smaller pieces even in eighths as
back at home watermelons are sold in a bag of 5 to 10 per bag.

The region is located in the north-west area of Chinese where there
are many Buddhist ruins as it prospered as an important Silk Road
point in the past. The area is approx. 4.5 of Japan with a population
of 21.8 million. As it is an area full of desert it is a very hot, dry and
windy area in China. She mentioned that summer can reach 40
degrees and winter can reach below 15 degrees.
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A group of landscape Architecture

Students from Oklahoma State University
(OSU) from Stillwater City in Oklahoma
in America visited Japan. These students
and teachers came to learn about Japan's
urban scenery gardens and stayed in
Kameoka from 14 to 18 May. Seven
students and teachers participated in the

program.

This program started in 1999 and has
been going on every year but from 2011
May it had been temporarily stopped.
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This year's program was the first time in

three years it took place.

The group stayed at the Fujiwara Guest
House and visited Kyoto’s temples
and shrines while visiting Osaka’s city
design companies. At Kameoka, citizens
interested in international exchange and
groups that cooperated with this OSU

program gathered for a party.

On the last day on 18 May, the group
visited the old OSU Kyoto Campus
(Kameoka City Exchange Center) at
Miyazaki-cho. After observing the
gardens they tried making Japanese
garden bamboo hishaku (Water scoop
for Japanese wash basics) under the
instruction of the Kameoka City Garden
Project Association Youth Group. Also
as a celebratory event they planted a

Rosebud plant from Oklahoma.
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The Garden Association Youth group
donated a Japanese garden to Still
Water in 1997. After that they continue
to cooperate in the overseas programs
through the garden architecture
department of OSU. There continues to

be longterm exchanges between new

and OB members.
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The wave of soaked umbrellas from
the heavy rain at the beginning of the
film left a great impression. The gloomy
weather of England contrasts the
bright and dusty India which followed.
Adela Quested (Judy Davis), to meet
a fiancé who transferred to India for
work, travelled to India with her fiancé’s
mother (Peggy Ashcroft).

In the 1920's, India was governed by
Great Britain. Many English lived in India
and they were clearly differentiated from
the Indians. In this adventure, Adela and
Mrs. Moore accounted Dr. Aziz, an Indian
doctor. The two received an invitation for
a small trip to the Marabar Caves from
Dr. Aziz who speaks fluent English and is
well cultured. They fell into a dangerous
situation caused by a downtown
explosion.

English writer, E.M. Forster is known for
this novels about various events involving
the relation and rise of high rank
individuals. You may already know novels
such as “Howards End” and “A Room with
a view” which has made into firms. "The
passage to India" is a story which paints
the barrier of predominance between
people with difference race.

The movie is a splendid work that
portrays the details the story of an
English women who gets assaulted in a
foreign country and the changes to the
lives of the people around her.
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Summer is the season for

fire works and shaved ice.

@ My tongue became the

same colour as the
syrup.

@ Same here!
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@ My head hurts.

m I know a cure for

that.
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@ Just put the cup agains
your head.

°a Me too.
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Never had a headache

Really?

©

@ f ti haved
rom eating shave
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@

Headaches gone!
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On April 18th, international students visited the Hanasizume

Festival, in Chitose-cho, Kameoka held at Izumo Daijingu Shrine.

From ancient times, people believed that the diseases spread
when the season becomes cold and the flowers start to wilt.

In the Izumo Furyu Flower Dance, which is performed as a
rain prayer, we saw the brilliant dancers wearing Hanagasa,
a bamboo hat with the colorful flowers of the four seasons
displayed. The artificial flowers of the every month like
cherryblossoms, chrysanthemum and peony etc, were so

magnificent. We all were impressed.
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Here are some comments from the international students:
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The dance and the music of the Hanaodori were great.
Especially, | like “Koi no odori” - dance of love. | would like to

participate in more festivals in the future.
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I’'m interested in tradtional Japanese culture and history,
particularly Noh — a traditional Japanese performance, so |
was very happy to join in this Hanaodori Festival. The dance at
the Haiden - the stage in front of the main shrine- was really

impressive.
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It was fun to see the dance and songs by the performers wearing
beautiful clothes. | want to know the differences of the culture
and the festivals between China and Japan.



