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Good Bye Special
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The City of Kameoka is very sad to announce that three of Kameoka's
JET participants will be officially retiring from their posts here in
Kameoka.

Jennifer Wang, an Assistant Language Teacher from Brisbane,
Australia, first came to Kameoka last summer, She has taught
elementary school and middle school students.

Lauren Ellis, an ALT from the States has also been in Kameoka from
last summer, teaching both elementary school and middle school
students.

The city's Coordinator for International Relations, Eric Chan, from
Melbourne, Australia, is completing his fifth year on the JET Program
and second year in Kameoka.

JET Profiles
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Eric Chan

CIR ALT

Favourite place:
Kiyomizu Temple, Arashiyama

Favourite food: Favourite food:
Ramen (Ichiran), Indian curry (the
place next to city hall), Kushikatsu
(Daruma), Sushi, Shoronpo
Hobbies Hobbies
Watching movies, hiking, eating,
sports
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Jennifer Wang

Favourite place:
Demachiyanagi area - turtle
stepping stones, Shimogamo
Shrine and Falafel Garden

Matcha icecream, hojicha
icecream and kakinohazushi

Reading, watching movies,
playing badminton, finding
organic cafes around Kyoto

Lauren Ellis
ALT

Favourite place:

Heian Shrine Garden

Favourite food:

Hayashi Rice, Yatsuhashi Cream
Puff

Hobbies
Listening to music, singing,
reading, watching Netflix




Eric:

My time in Kameoka
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Two Summers ago | escaped the bustling
city of Osaka to move to my new home in
the outskirts of Kyoto in Kameoka. On my
train ride from Kyoto Station the scenery
slowly changed from an urban sprawl to the
beautiful surrounding green mountains and
the breathtaking view of the Hozu river.

Arriving at my station, | was stunned to find
a peaceful and quiet city surrounded by
nice views of beautiful mountains and rice
fields. Having previously lived in bigger cities
like Tokyo and Osaka this was a different
experience.

| spent my time working in international
relations. However | had the fortunate
opportunity to work with the International
Exchange Association to plan and help
out with countless international exchange
related events and programs. | was
welcomed into Kameoka and learnt so much
from the people here. Coming to Kameoka
has given me the opportunity to appreciate
a different side of Japan. | did many things
for the first time such as making soba
noodles, wearing a kimono, performing in a
traditional festival and much much more. |
also learnt a lot more about myself and my
country through introducing my culture,
language and country to people.

In addition, | have had the chance to travel
around Kansai. However | realised nothing
compares to the close knit community that
exists here in Kameoka. My coworkers
and the Kameoka citizens have been really
supportive and have made my stay in
Kameoka a great experience.

| am grateful to be able to explore an area
of Kyoto that | would have never otherwise.
| don’t know what awaits me next but | will

certainly visit Japan and Kameoka again.
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When | first found out last year that | was
moving to Kameoka from Osaka, | felt really
lucky as | had just hit the placement jackpot
- for the second time! Having visited Kyoto
many times before, | was excited to live in
one of Japan’s oldest, most traditional and
beautiful prefectures. It’s now a year later
and reflecting back, | realized how fast this
year has sped by! And soon | will be bidding
farewell to Kameoka and Kyoto as | finish
up my term here as an ALT. Before | came to
Kameoka, | would come up to Kyoto and visit
all the tourist destinations; namely Kiyomizu
Temple, Fushimi Inari Taisha and Arashiyama.
This year, however, | was able to explore
Kyoto like a real local - finding hidden cafes,
scouting out lesser known sceneries and
participating in local events. | much rather
prefer this way of getting to know a city, as
it brings a certain warmth and authenticity
that is often overlooked by visitors. In
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addition to adventures within central Kyoto,
| was also able to make a few day trips from
this conveniently located city. In February,
| visited Miyama, Kyoto’s own mini version
of Shirakawago. In winter, the snow-capped
roofs and warm glow from the lanterns
that lined the streets make this small town
one of my top must-visit places in Kyoto.
Did | mention it’s only an hour away from
Kameoka?! Another unexpectedly scenic
trip that | took is also conveniently close
and within Kameoka. | went on the 7 Lucky
Gods Pilgrimage of Tamba ( fi& @&
<'Y) in Autumn. We started off the hike at
Izumo Shrine early in the morning. The sight
was breathtaking - the famous dense fog of
Kameoka that encompassed this power spot
contributed to the shrine’s mysteriousness.
We were also in time for the autumn foliage,
which added a pop of color in an otherwise
monotoned background. The views of the
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perfectly lined rice fields and Kameoka’s

own Mt. Fuji from atop the hills also blew
me away. Of course, many memorable
moments were made in school. Although it
was tough to work at nine different schools,
I am thankful to have the chance to meet
many students and teachers. In addition to
enjoying English lessons and eating lunch
with my students, | had opportunities to join
school events. The most memorable events
for me was rice sowing with my students.
It was my first time to experience it and
I was glad that | could learn from my rice
sowing sempais - my students! With the time
dwindling down, | find myself appreciating
the simple things that Kameoka has to offer.
Although | didn't quite appreciate it at the
start, nature is one thing | know | will miss
about this city. | will also miss everyone that
| have met during my journey here. Thank
you all and | hope to visit again!
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Lauren:

My Year inJ
BHATHD—

How quickly a year passes. It seems like
only yesterday that | arrived in Kameoka to
start my year as an ALT. Through this job I
have been able to meet so many wonderful
new people. | am really going to miss all of
the students | taught and the teachers that
| had the privilege of working with. | really
appreciate how they all were so welcoming
to me and how they made me feel a part of
each school that | worked at.

Living in Kyoto and in the Kansai area has
been amazing. Kyoto was already one of my
favorite places in Japan before coming to
Kameoka but now I love it even more. | have
been able to revisit old favorite places as
well as find some new favorites. | was even
able to do some exploring outside of the
Kansai area during my stay here, including a
trip to the beautiful Shikoku where | happily
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spent my Golden Week. | wish | could have

seen even more of Japan but sadly even a
year was not enough time for me to visit all
of the places | still haven’t seen in this great
country.

Once again, | would like to thank all those
that helped me during this year from the
bottom of my heart, especially the wonderful
people at the Kameoka Board of Education
and the other Kameoka JETs. | could not
have survived this year without you and all
of your help. This has been a truly amazing i
year and | cannot express how honored |
am to have been able to come to Kameoka,
be a part of this amazing community, and
do everything that | got to do. Living and
teaching in Kameoka has been an invaluable
experience that | will never forget.
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Communicating Kameoka

series 1: Q| Castle Town
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Article: Yoko Hashi

B The inner “nakabori”,
outer “sotobori” moats and
“sogamae” (moat and mound
defense) protected the town.

B “Sogamae” is created from
the dug up dirt creating a 4 to
5 meter mound. Bamboo trees
4 meters tall are planted above
creating in total a 20 meter wall
that no horse can jump over.

% Our impression of the town
changed after learning about the
moats and defense line.
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The “Communicating Kameoka”
Series started this year aims
to introduce various aspects
of Kameoka such as the city
town, history, food etc. to
foreigners and to discuss about
the differences in feeling and
thoughts.

On May 1oth while exploring the
old castle town we accounted
various things that we didn’t
know about even though we see
and walk pass it every day. Eric
the CIR asked questions and the
group thought about how things
could be explained in English.
After the tour we had a session
to discuss in detail the common
questions foreigners might have.
Here I would like to introduce
some of these thoughts.
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Narrow “sub street” or “back
street” along Honmachi Dori

% Were you able to read this
kanji" i+ "2

Please take a stroll around the
little street if you do not know
what lies there.

IV O ESANSDER Questions from Eric

B TE%) > TADE? HY 2 i ICE S B #I(L? What kind of fish or animal is the
“Shachihoko”? What is purpose of displaying it on the castle?

B EPHES> T?ERZHBLTOHS 2D, EMOHEKLLE>TNDS (BAMREEE
FILSEE)HDPA—RFUTITHENDTA A= TERL, Whatis a “Yagenbori”?
The origin of the word Yagen is not in English so it is difficult to imagine what it is.

B BAROT?EDHVRD I & ?HF#H&H S D ? What is a Machiya? Is it an old house?
What are its characteristics?
B BPEAFEMFMzELAEA? BRORFE. SETRHELAEMSNTOALN, &
KEIIMEA<SENZZ EDH S, Who was Akechi Mitsuhide? Many do not know about
Japanese Shoguns. Some may have heard of Tokugawa.
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How would you answer these questions?
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